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Texas on the Potomac
Washington new s w ith a Texas accent

Reliant Stadium will host Rick Perry's Day of Prayer
(Wikimedia Commons photo)

Perry Watch: Reliant manager brushes aside criticism of prayer event sponsor but says stadium ‘wouldn’t want to rent to al-Qaeda’

★ ★ ★

This report was written by Mike Morris of the Houston Chronicle.

A prayer event Gov. Rick Perry has organized at Reliant Stadium on Aug. 6 is drawing nationwide criticism, in part
because the event is being organized by the American Family Association, which advocates against gay rights.

The AFA has been labeled a “hate group” by the Southern Poverty Law Center.

When it comes to hosting potentially controversial events at the Reliant Complex, SMG/Reliant Park general manager
Mark Miller said each proposal is considered on its own merits — within reason.

“It’s really a case-by-case basis of who wants to come book the building and
what they want to book the building for,” said Miller, whose company contracts
with Harris County to operate the Reliant complex. “If any group came by that
was presenting a program that we didn’t feel was in the best interest of the
community, I think it would be doubtful the building would be rented to them.”

Miller said SMG has turned down events in the past, but those denials were
based on the events not being in the park’s business interests – renting out for an arena football game, for instance, a
Houston Texans’ competitor — and not because of ethical or moral concerns.

“Whether or not somebody has categorized (the AFA) as a hate group, I didn’t have any knowledge of that,” Miller said
of Perry’s event. “Somebody coming in wanting to have a prayer event for the nation doesn’t automatically raise a red
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flag that it’s a bad thing to do.”

The content of a proposed program matters more than the group wishing to present it, he said.

“The presenting entity would raise the level of scrutiny regarding the program and the appropriateness of the program.
If somebody came in that was obviously a group that had a reputation of violence or a reputation of being anti-
government or anti-whatever, then obviously we would look,” Miller said. “We wouldn’t want to rent to al-Qaeda.”

★ ★ ★

Previously on Perry Watch:

>>> Some important clues that will tell you whether Rick Perry is serious about running for president

>>> Governor steps into the national spotlight this week with events coast to coast

>>> Laura Ingraham says she’s been told that Rick Perry’s going to run for president

>>> Rush Limbaugh wants Rick Perry to run for president. What will Perry do?

>>> Mark McKinnon predicts ‘Texas tornado-size draft for Rick Perry’

>>> Perry punditry pervades worldwide media; Daily Beast gives him some love,
Times of India gives him credibility

>>> Texas commentators weigh in on Rick Perry’s presidential prospects

>>> Why the Texas political establishment doesn’t take Rick Perry’s presidential talk
seriously (and why that could be a mistake)

>>> The non-candidate gets a presidential endorsement from Hispanic Republicans

>>>A prayer for presidency? Governor announces Day of Prayer and Fasting at Reliant Stadium

>>> Governor’s support for ‘sanctuary cities’ bill holds political risks

>>> It’s official — Rick Perry is the presidential candidate of the ‘Bilderberg conspiracy’

>>> Forbes asks, ‘Is Gov. Rick Perry Running for President?’

>>> Why the Texas political establishment doesn’t take Rick Perry’s presidential talk seriously (and why that could be a
mistake)

>>> Rick Perry says he tries ‘not to be distracted’ by presidential talk, says action in Austin ‘substantially more important’

>>> Rick Perry says he’s ‘tempted’ to run for president

>>> For the first time, Rick Perry says he’s considering a presidential run

>>> Rick Perry replaces Donald Trump as keynote speaker at New York GOP dinner

>>> Perry for President? New poll indicates he ought to keep his day job
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